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WELCOMING OUR NEW STUDENTS 
 
Yara Selim, violin 
 
IMA STUDENTS BIRTHDAYS IN MARCH 

 
Neluya. S, Markus. N, Melody. K, Aaron. H., Reena T., Saeed A. 
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 
 
IMPORTANT DAYS IN MARCH 
 
March 8. International Women’s Day 
March 20. Kindred Spirits Orchestra presents: Passion and  

drama. Live-streamed from the Richmond Hill Centre. 
March 27-April 3. Passover. 
 

 
 
NEWS 

 
GET 3 FREE LESSONS WITH THE PURCHASE OF A PIANO 
 
If you are ready to purchase a high quality pre-own piano 
through one of the IMA partners, 3 of your lessons at the IMA 
will be free.  Call our Office or e-mail 
Office@InternationalMusicAcademy.ca for more information.  
 
Pre-own piano is a great investment that comes at an attractive 
price, with a free tuning and delivery. 
 
  

 

 
 
PERSONALIZED IMA GIFT CARD 
 

The IMA offers personalized Gift 
Cards that could be used as 
thoughtful birthday, holiday, 
bar/bat Mitzvah, graduation gift 
or for any other occasions as 
well as to encourage someone 
to start learning a musical 

instrument or singing. The card can be used for any products or 
services.  
 
The gift card is available for any amount. As cards are 
personalized with the name of the person who will receive it as 
well as with the name of the person who purchase it, requests 
have to be made 1 day in advance. Cards can be ordered in 
person, by phone at 905.489.4620 or by e-mail at 
info@InternationalMusicAcademy.ca. At the time the card is 
ordered, a non-refundable $5 deposit is required. The full value 
of the card is paid upon pick-up (and the deposit is credited 
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towards the purchase price). Payments can be made by any 
major credit card, cheque or cash as well as through the 
accounts of the IMA Clients. 
 
 
GET A $30 CREDIT ON YOUR NEXT MONTH TUITION 
 
We have been very pleased with the continued success of our 
students. They have improved a great deal and we share their 
excitement with their families, friends, neighbors, and 
schoolmates. We appreciate your interest towards our programs 
and services. We are always very happy to welcome new 
students of all ages, levels, and instruments to the iMA. Please 
tell your friends about your experience with the International 
Music Academy.  
 
Do you know someone who is thinking of taking music lessons or 
who has children who may be interested in getting their hands 
on a musical instrument or singing? Do you know a teenager 
who needs a high school OAC credit? Do you know an adult who 
has wanted for a long time to learn how to play a musical 
instrument but has never had the time or inclination? Please tell 
them about the IMA. 
 
As an appreciation for your referral, we will give you a $30 
credit for each new student who registers at the International 
Music Academy as a result of your referral. 
 
 
FOLLOW US ON   
 
Stay in touch and follow the IMA latest news on Facebook. Visit 
https://www.facebook.com/International-Music-Academy-
1944567629154903 and become a friend of the International 
Music Academy. 
 
COMPOSERS’ ANNIVERSARIES IN MARCH 
 
1/03/1810 Chopin was born 
2/03/1824 Smetana was born 
4/03/1678 Vivaldi was born 
5/03/1953 Prokofiev died 
7/03/1875 Ravel was born 
8/03/1869 Berlioz died 
16/03/1736 Pergolesi died 
18/03/1844 Rimsky-Korsakov was born 
21/03/1685 JS Bach was born 
21/03/1839 Mussorgsky was born 
25/03/1881 Bartok was born 
25/03/1918 Debussy died 
26/03/1827 Beethoven died 
28/03/1881 Mussorgsky died 
28/03/1943 Rachmaninoff died 
31/03/1732 Haydn was born 
 
Where you born or do you know someone who was born on the 
same day as these famous composers? Drop us e-mail at 
info@InternationalMusicAcademy.ca to let us know. 

 
 
 
FEATURED TEACHER OF THE MONTH 
 

 
Marina Grigoryan, M.Mus., B.Mus 
Piano Studies, Vocal Studies, Music Theory 
 

Mrs. Marina Grigoryan holds 
several degrees from the 
Russian Music Colleges and the 
Moscow State University.  She 
taught various disciplines such 
as piano (Royal Conservatory of 
Music, classical, jazz, Broadway, 
and pop), voice, harmony, ear-
training, improvising, 
composing as well as choir 
conducting and jazz ensembles. 
She possesses a vast knowledge 

and is very passionate about teaching music as part of creating 
well-rounded students with freedom of self-expression through 
music, strong technical skills and excellent performance habits. 
In addition to teaching at the International Music Academy, 
Mrs. Grigoryan is also on the faculty at Milton school of music 
and maintains a busy private studio. She is also a registered 
teacher with the Royal Conservatory of Music. 

 



 
Ms. Grigoryan was happy to answer a few questions for our 
students and parents:  
 
1. What do you like most about teaching? It’s a two-way 
process (between teacher and student of learning and 
development; process of achieving spiritual growth and mental 
growth through music; music at the same time acts as a 
goal/purpose and means/method... The teaching process 
should be fun while discovering the musical potential of each 
student. 
 
2. How do you inspire students to practice more? I think just 
through love and shared interest towards music is possible to 
inspire students to practice and therefore to work.  My 
motto/request to my students: today has to be better (both: 
quality and quantity) than yesterday.   
 
3. What roles does performance play in student’s 
development? For me student's performance is not just a " 
litmus test " of their knowledge, practical skills and habits. Its a 
part of ''giving/ sharing" - a process of personality growth. 
 
4. Who are your favourite composers? Rachmaninov, Chopin, 
Mendelssohn, Beethoven and many others 
 
5. What was the last piece of music (sheet music or a 
recording) you purchased for yourself? I like shopping 
(especially music). My last findings are: Claude Debussy - "Clair 
de lune", Franz Listz  - ''Liebestraum No.3", George Gershwin - 
"Rhapsody in Blue" and Felix Mendelssohn Bartholdy - "Piano 
concerto No.1 in G minor, Op. 25.  

 
FEATURED STUDENT OF THE MONTH  

Melody Kang 
Emma Kang  

• What instrument do you play? 
We both play the piano. 

• How long have you taken 
lessons? Emma has been playing 
for 7 years and Melody – for 3 
years. 

• Who are your favourite musical 
artists? We have many favourite 
artists. 
 
• What are your other hobbies, 
besides music? Emma loves to 
read and is very good at writing; 
she is also very good at drawing 
but writing is becoming her new 
favourite. Melody loves to read 
and write under her sister’s big 

influence; always love drawing and being very creative. She is a 
natural artist. 
 
• Favourite food? We are not picky eaters. We like homemade 
meals and also restaurants’ food. Both of us we love Pizza. 
  

• What is the coolest thing you’ve learnt in your lessons in the 
past three months? Emma has self-learned a French movie song 
and wrote a beautiful paragraph about it. Melody also free-
played a popular YouTube song “Coffin Dance”.  
 
• Do you have any performance coming up? Nothing yet but 
we hope to be able to perform in public over the summer. 
 
E-mail to info@InternationalMusicAcademy.ca a photo of yourself 
(or your child) together with the answers of the questions above. 
The deadline for submissions is the 15th of every month. We will 
feature you in one of the next issues of the newsletter. 
 
FEATURED ARTICLE 
 

 
Learning music really does make 
students smarter, new study shows 
By Matthew Lorenzon 
 
A new study controlling for demographic factors confirms that 
music makes students better at other subjects  
Mail 
A music educator set out to bust the myth that music makes 
kids smarter but was stunned by his own findings. 
 
Martin J. Bergee from the University of Kansas studied 1000 
middle-school aged students to see if there was any link 
between music education and increased performance in other 
disciplines like math and reading. Bergee believed that if he 
corrected his results for demographic and environmental 
influences like race, income, and education the much-vaunted 
link between music and broader academic performance would 
evaporate. 
 
After painstakingly controlling for demographic factors, Bergee 
and his co-author Kevin M. Weingarten were surprised to find 
that learning music did appear to make students better 
mathematicians and readers. Their findings have been 
published in the Journal of Research in Music Education. 
 
“There has been this notion for a long time,” Bergee said, “that 
not only are these areas related, but there's a cause-and-effect 
relationship — that as you get better in one area, you will, per 
se, get better in another area. The more you study music, the 
better you're going to be at math or reading. That's always 
been suspect with me. 
 
"I've always believed that the relationship is correlational and 
not causational. I set out to demonstrate that there are 



probably a number of background variables that are 
influencing achievement in any academic area -- in particular, 
things like the educational level of the family, where the 
student lives, whether they are white or non-white, and so 
forth. 
 
"My intention was to show that the relationships are probably 
spurious, meaning that background influences are the main 
drivers of the relationships, and once those outside influences, 
like demographics, etc., are controlled for, the relationship 
essentially disappears. 
 
"But hang on. Much to my surprise, not only did they not 
disappear, but the relationships are really strong."  
 

Does music really make kids smarter? 
 
Children who play music tend to perform better at school. 
Researchers need to ask why instead of assuming a correlation 
between the two, says Dr Anita Collins. 
 
The link between music education and broader academic 
performance has recently been brought into question 
by research comparing the results of vast numbers of 
published studies. The academic advantage provided by music 
is less evident when students are randomly assigned to groups 
learning music and others learning another activity like dance 
or sport. 
 
Bergee doesn’t say that music is a magic ticket to a better 
mind, but that it might develop generalisable learning 
processes. “Based on the findings, the point we tried to make 
is that there might be, and probably are, general learning 
processes that underlie all academic achievement, no matter 
what the area is,” Bergee said. “Music achievement, math 
achievement, reading achievement – there are probably more 
generalized processes of the mind that are brought to bear on 
any of those areas. 
According to music researcher and educator Anita Collins, 
Bergee’s research is a particularly thorough attempt to 
untangle the effects of music education from broader social 
and demographic factors. 
 
“In education you have to control for so many factors. It’s not 
clear-cut and it shouldn’t be. We’re developing human beings. 
Human beings are some of the most complex things on the 
planet.” 
 
Collins sees Bergee’s study as supporting a wholistic approach 
to education. “[Music education] should be viewed as a vital 
part of a larger view of education where lots of different 
experiences will assist. It’s about the education of the whole 
child. And music, from this research, seems to be part of that.” 

 
To comment on this story or anything else you have read in the 
Newsletter, head over to the IMA Facebook page or message us on 
Twitter. 

 
 

 
 

 

International Music Academy 

GIFT CERTIFICATE 
for new students only 

1 offer per family 

ONE FREE LESSON 
Call the IMA Office at 

905.489.4620 (Markham) or 
905.640.6363 (Stouffville) 

to schedule your first lesson. 
Once scheduled, the lesson cannot be rescheduled. Cannot be 
combined with any other offer. No refunds, no exchanges. 

 

 Music is sooooooooo beautiful! 

 
Register for lessons by 

March 15, 2021 and receive 

$50 off 
New students only. 1 offer per family 
Cannot be combined with any other offer. 

 

REFER A NEW STUDENT and 
GET ONE FREE LESSON! 

 
When you refer a new student to the IMA, who 
registers for lesson, you will get one free lesson for 
every new student. So, if you refer the IMA to 2 new 
students, we will give you 2 free lessons; for 3 new 
students – 3 free lessons etc. Fill in the coupon 
below and leave it with the IMA Office 
administrator.  
 
Your name: ______________________________ 
 
Name of the new student: __________________ 
 

You can print or photocopy this coupon as many times as you need. 
Cannot be combined with any other offer. 


